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A "Getting Real With God" 
"If God is in it there is nothing you can do to stop it" 


Please open your Bibles this morning to Acts Chapter 5. 


Our story in Acts continues this morning with the apostles once again being held for 
questioning. A close look at the text reveals that not even the prison doors could hold 
them. Supernatural things were happening over and over, and there was nothing the 
Jewish leadership could do about it. 


22 But when the officers came and did not find them in the prison, they returned and 
reported, ” saying, “Indeed we found the prison shut securely, and the guards standing 
outside before the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside!” (Acts 5:22- 
23, NKJV). 


Peter was brought in to be questioned before the Sanhedrin, and he once again gives the 
kerygma presentation which is the very heart of the gospel. 


29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather 
than men. *° The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a 
tree. *!Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. ? And we are His witnesses to these things, 
and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.” (Acts 5:29- 
32, NKJV). 


Peter is basically telling the rulers, "We can't stop what we're doing because we must 
obey God and not man." He then lists the facts proving Jesus was the Messiah. He was 
killed by the leaders, raised by God, and He is the Prince and Savior who is the source of 
salvation and forgiveness. Also, to those who believe God has given the precious gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 


33 When they heard this, they were furious and plotted to kill 
them. **Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named 
Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in respect by all the people, and 
commanded them to put the apostles outside for a little while. *° And 
he said to them: “Men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what you 
intend to do regarding these men. *° For some time ago Theudas rose 
up, claiming to be somebody. A number of men, about four hundred, 
Joined him. He was slain, and all who obeyed him were scattered and 
came to nothing. 7 After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census, and 
drew away many people after him. He also perished, and all who obeyed him were 
dispersed. 


This is the famous Rabbi Gamaliel (name means "reward of God"). He was the 
grandson of Hillel. He is the same rabbi talked about by Paul. He was a Pharisee and as 
such he believed in the resurrection of the dead and the possibility of eternal life. 
Theologians sometimes call him Gamaliel I. It is interesting to think that the events of 
this chapter occurred either before Paul received the gospel and become a student of 
Gamaliel or while Paul was being instructed by Gamaliel. 


In the present passage Gamaliel describes various uprisings that just fizzled out in time. 
He then cautions the governing body to walk softly with this men. 


38 And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or 
this work is of men, it will come to nothing; *° but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow 
it—lest you even be found to fight against God.” (Acts 5:38-39, NKJV). 


Early last week I read this passage and I began to think about it all week. I began to think 
about the history of the world over the last two thousand years, and I began to analyze 
our Christian faith in light of Gamaliel's counsel. Has the Christian faith come to 
nothing? What has it contributed to the world? The rabbi's counsel was that if it fizzled 
out then it was just another movement of men, but if it came to something, then to fight 
Christianity is to fight God. 


The Christian faith has resolutely changed the course of history. The world loves to 
accuse the Church of being anti-science. We've all heard that the church persecuted 
Galileo, etc. But in fact, the Church (and I mean the Christians in the Church) has 
promoted science. It has changed science. It has changed technology. It has changed the 
politics of the world. It has changed medicine. It has changed agriculture. It has 
changed work conditions. It has changed justice systems. It has changed everything! In 
short, Christianity, and I mean TRUE Christianity, has made the world a better place. 


It was only until recently that science was separated from matters of faith. Most do not 
realize that many of the greatest scientists who have lived to change the world were men 
and women of faith. They were believers in Jesus. 


For example, who in here has heard of the "scientific method?" 

This method of thesis and proof was first articulated by Sir 

©, Francis Bacon (1561-1626). Bacon was a devoted Christ- 

Follower. In his writings he said his life's work was to discover 

ahi truth and serve his country and the Church. He viewed science as 
a way to learn the deeper truths of God. 


Johann Kepler (1571-1630) was the founder of physical astronomy. 
He discovered the laws of planetary motion and he established the 
discipline of celestial mechanics. He demonstrated that the sun was 
the center of the solar system, and he devised a method of mapping 
the movement of stars. He made significant contributions to the full 
development of calculus. Kepler studied in seminary with the idea 

FNA of being in ministry, but feeling God had another purpose for him, he 
ended up teaching astronomy. Kepler coined a phrase and the idea that research and 
discovery was, “thinking God’s thoughts after Him.” 


Just a few short years after both of these, Sir Isaac Newton was born. Newton (1642- 
1727) is credited with some of the most significant contributions in history in the fields of 
mathematics, astronomy, theology, physics, the motion of the tides, the planets, and 
infinitesimal calculus. He is best known for his formulations of the laws of motion and 
universal gravitation. 


For Newton the world of science was by no means the whole of his life. He spent more 
time on theology than on science. He wrote about 1.3 million words on biblical subjects. 
Yet this vast legacy lay hidden from public view for two centuries until the auction of his 
nonscientific writings in 1936. Newton’s understanding of God came from the Bible, 
which he studied for days and weeks at a time. He took special interest in miracles and 
prophecy, calculating dates of Old Testament books and analyzing their texts to discover 
their authorship. ! 


Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) is one of the most interesting of the 
Christian contributors to the modern world. He was a scientist and 
philosopher. He was the father of hydrostatics (the study of the 
pressure fluids exert on other objects). This is sort of like modern 
hydraulics. He dealt with vacuums, pressure, etc. He was also a 
person of deep faith. He may be best known for what Christians call 
“Pascal’s Wager,” which in short says that a person has nothing to lose 
by living life as though God exists. To me, his greatest quote was, “What else does this 
craving [i.e. that man has within himself] and this helplessness, proclaim but that there 
was once in man a true happiness, of which all that now remains is the empty print and 
trace? This he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, seeking in things that are 
quorespediaineo NOt there the help he cannot find in those that are, though 
| none can help, since this infinite abyss can be filled only with 
an infinite and immutable object; in other words by God 
himself.” 

- Blaise Pascal, Pensées VII(425) 


There is a God shaped vacuum 
in the heart of every man 
which Cannot be filled by any 
Created thing, but only by 
God, the Creator, made known 
through Jesus. 
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I could go on and on about the hundreds of Bible-believing, Jesus 
trusting scientists and philosophers who have created their life's work as 
a result of their Christian faith. Without exception they looked at their 
work as an offering to a loving God who had expressed His love for 
mankind in the personhood of Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Their many 
inventions and discoveries have brought fundamental change to the 
human experience here on earth. I have not even scratched the surface 
of the multitude of medical miracles brought about by Christ followers 
throughout the course of history. 


Blalse Pascal 


Jesus of Nazareth taught: "inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, 
you did it to Me."(Matthew 25:40b NKJV). 


Before the Christian era, there were minimal services for the physical needs of people. 
Ancient Greeks practiced a primitive form of medicine involving placing patients on beds 


1 https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/issues/issue-30/faith-behind-famous-isaac- 
newton.html 


surrounded by snakes. Roman soldiers were treated in a primitive form of military 
hospitals. But care for the sick and dying was pretty much unheard of in the ancient 
world until the advent of Christian health care. Christ-Followers redefined the duty that 
men and women had to their fellow human beings. Christians of the Roman Empire 
began to change society's attitude to the sick, disabled, and dying by their radically 
different outlook of Christian love. 


The Graeco-Roman world was often cruel and inhumane. The weak and the sick were 
mercilessly despised. Abortion, infanticide, and poisoning of the sick were widely 
practiced. Doctors were often sorcerers who had the power to kill. Some of the doctors 
of the day adhered to the Hippocratic Oath in which they pledged to heal and not harm 
their patients. Since the time when Christianity was legalized by Constantine, Christians 
have been out front in the establishment of hospitals and health care. Cities that had a 
majority of Christians began building guest houses for the sick and disabled. These were 
called "hospices." Christians were sincere in their desire to live out the gospel of Jesus 
by being His heart and hands to their fellow man. 


The true gospel is life-changing. It changes hearts, and it changes lives! It bears fruit, 
and it makes a difference. I've often asked this congregation, "Where are the humanist 
hospitals? Where are the atheist hospitals? Where are the Buddhist hospitals? Where 
are the Muslim hospitals?” Where are they? They are NON EXISTENT. 


St. Basil of Caesarea founded the first hospital around AD369. 
Christian hospitals quickly grew, spreading throughout both the East 
and the Western Empire. By the mid-1500s there were 37,000 
Benedictine monasteries alone that cared for the sick. It was not until 
four centuries after St. Basil’s hospital that Arab Muslims began to 
build hospitals. 


As Charles Rosenberg points out in his book, The Care of Strangers, 
The Rise of America’s Hospital System*, the modern hospital owes its 
origins to Judeo-Christian compassion. Evidence of the vast 
expansion of faith-based hospitals is seen in the legacy of their names: St. Vincent’s, St. 
Luke’s, Mt. Sinai, Presbyterian, Mercy, and Beth Israel. These were all charitable 
hospitals, some of which began as foundling hospitals to care for abandoned children. 
They are based on the compassion of Judaism lived out through the commitment and 
fervor of Christians desirous to live in a way that brings glory and honor to God.” 


These examples barely scrape the surface of the amazing contributions that Christ- 
Followers have made to the world. Remember the text for the day as spoken by 
Gamaliel, "°° And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if 
this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; *° but if it is of God, you cannot 
overthrow it—lest you even be found to fight against God.” (Acts 5:38-39,NKJV). 


God is working His purposes out. As I have explained, our Christian faith is like a table. 
The table top rests on four legs that are our Jewish foundations. The table top is the 
Church. That is where the action is taking place today. The world continues to be 


2 https://biblemesh.com/blog/the-christian-origins-of-hospitals/ 


positively affected in a disproportionate way by Christians and Jews in the fields of 
science and medicine. 


Francis Collins is one of the most outstanding scientists of our day. He is the leading 
world expert in the field of DNA genome sequencing. He has identified and isolated 
countless DNA related diseases. He grew up on a farm in the Shenandoah Valley of 
Virginia, and he was pretty much an atheist. In time a patient led him to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. He earned various degrees and eventually earned an MD 
degree. 


RETARA Collins also has written a number of books on 
oT ine genome Fe anbe science, medicine, and religion, including the 


worshipped in the cathedral or in 


a a E New York Times bestseller entitled The Language 

beautiful. of God: A scientist Presents Evidence for Belief. 

As I have explained when we studied our Torah 

portion on Genesis Chapter 1, Dr. Collins is a 
supporter of the idea of Theistic Evolution. That is a drastic departure from those who 
believe in young earth creation, but that's really not important. What is important, is that 
neither Collins believes nor does the Bible teach that we need to accept a certain how and 
when concerning the creation story. The important point is the WHO. And this who is 
Jesus! Returning to the text we see what happened following the admonition of 
Gamaliel. 


40 And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten them, 
they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. ” So 
they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer shame for His name. ? And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not 
cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. (Acts 5:40-42, NKJV). 


The text that follows is revealing. As Christians, it is easy for us to forget that 
persecution is a natural by-product of believing Jesus’ truth and sharing it. The disciples 
saw their beatings as showing they were worthy. We've abandoned that idea thinking of 
Christianity as some kind of "magic ointment" or covering from any kind of persecution 
and hardship. Our faith can lead to persecution in many ways. But, if God is in it, it will 
not be destroyed. Are you teaching and preaching that Jesus is the Christ? Are you 
teaching and preaching others that all we like sheep have gone astray and that Jesus and 
only Jesus that can bring us home to the Father? 


Gamaliel was right. The Church lives on. God is working intensely and intently through 
Christ-Followers here on earth. The Church has gone through twenty centuries and it is 
stronger and larger today than it has ever been in history. As of 2010, the Pew Report 
informs that 1/3 of the world's population follows this Savior called Jesus. He was the 
Savior then and He is our Savior today. Do you know Him? Are you serving Him? 


Do you know Him? Let us pray. 


Union Grove is one of the oldest Baptist communities of faith in the State of Texas dating 
back to 1844. Pastor Faber McMullen may be reached by email at 
uniongrove362 @ gmail.com or by snail mail at: 15301 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868. 
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